
Short Bowel Syndrome
with Intestinal Failure (SBS-IF)
VectivBio is proud to stand with the Short Bowel Syndrome (SBS)
Community to support awareness and ongoing research for
people with SBS, who require parenteral support. 

HOW DOES THE BOWEL WORK? 
The bowel (small intestine and colon) is a vital organ that fuels the 
body by absorbing food and water and provides a protective barrier 
from infection. Its ability to work relies on signals and naturally 
produced hormones, including GLP-2 (glucagon-like peptide-2).

WHAT IS SHORT BOWEL SYNDROME (SBS)?
Short Bowel Syndrome is a rare condition, which typically occurs when significant parts of the 
small intestine or colon are lost due to major surgery or a condition from birth. 

Intestinal Failure 
occurs in SBS when 
there is not enough 
'working' intestine
to absorb sufficient 
nutrients and fluid 
from normal eating 
and drinking. 

In this situation, home artificial nutrition,
including parenteral support (PS), may be 
required to deliver essential nutrients, water, 
and electrolytes directly into the blood stream 
via an IV tube. You may be connected to a 
pump at night or in the day for several hours 
at a time, depending on how much nutrition 
and fluid you require. 

To learn more, please visit: 
www.SBStrial.com
www.VectivBio.com
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WHAT IS GLP-2?
GLP-2 is an essential hormone released by the intestine to
increase fluid and nutrient absorption and slow the movement
of food. The cells that produce GLP-2 can be lost during surgery
or damage to the bowel.
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http://www.SBStrial.com
http://www.VectivBio.com


WHO IS AFFECTED BY SBS? 
Although rare, anyone can develop SBS in their lifetime and at any age.

The main causes of SBS include impaired blood flow from stroke, twisting of the bowel 
(volvulus), accidental trauma, surgical complications, Crohn's Disease, cancer, or a 
condition from birth, such as necrotizing enterocolitis and gastroschisis.

WHY IS RESEARCH IMPORTANT?
Clinical research can increase the medical community’s understanding of how 
to best treat a condition and find new options to potentially improve people’s 
lives. By joining a clinical study, you may be under the care of a medical team 
with expertise in SBS and intestinal failure. 

To learn more about VectivBio research, visit www.SBStrial.com

HOW DO I FIND SUPPORT?
SBS isn’t just about the bowel. It can affect the 
liver, kidneys, bones and interfere with all aspects 
of life. Extreme fatigue, sleep problems, stoma 
output or diarrhea, depression, anxiety, and 
treatment routines can be difficult to manage. 
The right support from a specialist medical team, 
counsellors, friends, and family are important to 
help people thrive and maintain their
independence.

WHAT IS THE GOAL OF TREATMENT?

A care plan should be discussed and reviewed 
regularly to help improve your health, symptoms, 
quality of life and to prevent complications.

Ultimately, the goal is to help the remaining intestine 
work better so that parenteral support can be steadily 
reduced or sometimes removed completely.
Medications, such as a GLP-2 analog, may be
introduced to help with this process. 

For independent patient group resources, visit:

The Oley Foundation  

IFFGD (International Foundation for Gastrointestinal Disorders) 

PINNT - Support and advocacy for people on home artificial nutrition 

Transplant Unwrapped

UOAA (United Ostomy Associations of America) 

http://www.SBStrial.com
https://oley.org
https://iffgd.org
https://pinnt.com/Home.aspx
https://www.transplantunwrapped.org
https://www.ostomy.org

